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THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE RICE BUG (GUNDHI BUG) – LEPTOCORISA VARICORNIS 
PRESENTED IN TABLE FORM: 

Aspect Details 

Distribution 
- Tropical and subtropical regions 
- India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, China, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Southeast Asia 

Habitat 
- Paddy fields 
- Alternate grass hosts and surrounding weeds 

Feeding Behavior 

- Both nymphs and adults pierce and suck sap from developing 
grains 
- Feeding during flowering and milk stage, leading to shriveled, 
discolored grains ("pecky rice") 

Symptoms of 
Damage 

- Shriveling of grains 
- Discoloration and poor grain quality 
- Reduction in grain weight 
- Yield loss up to 30% or more 

Cultural Control 

- Field sanitation: removal of weeds and alternate host plants 
- Timely planting 
- Proper irrigation 
- Crop rotation 

Mechanical Control 

- Light traps to attract and capture adults 
- Handpicking in small fields 
- Use of nets/screens to prevent entry during vulnerable crop 
stages 

Biological Control 
- Natural predators: spiders, ladybugs, ants 
- Egg parasitoids: Telenomus spp., Trissolcus spp. 

Chemical Control 
- Insecticides: Chlorpyrifos, Bifenthrin, Malathion 
- Neem-based insecticides for eco-friendly pest control 

Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) 

- Monitoring for early detection 
- Use insecticides only when populations exceed economic 
thresholds (1-2 bugs per hill) 
- Combine cultural, mechanical, biological, and chemical 
methods 

Monitoring & 
Trapping 

- Regular scouting for adult bugs, nymphs, and eggs 
- Light and bait traps for nighttime trapping 

Host Plant 
Resistance 

- Use of resistant or tolerant rice varieties where available 

Economic Impact 
- Reduced yield and grain quality 
- Market value of affected grains decreases 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

THE LIFE CYCLE DATA OF THE RICE BUG (GUNDHI BUG) – LEPTOCORISA VARICORNIS 
PRESENTED IN TABLE FORM: 

Life Cycle Stage Details 

Egg Stage 
- Female lays 100-150 eggs in clusters on leaves, stems, or 
grains. 
- Eggs are round, small, and hatch in 4-7 days. 

Nymph Stage 

- Nymphs go through 5 instar stages. 
- Nymphs resemble adults but lack fully developed wings. 
- Duration: 15-30 days. 
- Nymphs are highly destructive. 

Adult Stage 

- Slender, greenish-brown adults about 15 mm long. 
- Live for 1-2 months. 
- Feed on sap from developing rice grains. 
- Most active in warm, humid climates. 

 

 



 


