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FRESHWATER FISH SPECIES

Below you will find a list of 50+ freshwater fish species that roam the waters of the United States. The main focus of

this list is to help you learn more about the fish species that you can catch in the many freshwater systems. Our lakes,

rivers, and ponds are bountiful of species that can provide you with a catch of a lifetime. When it comes to enjoying
the thrill of the catch, educating and learning more about them can make fishing way more interesting!
Understanding different fishing methods can greatly enhance your success. For instance, using specific techniques
like fly fishing can be effective for targeting rainbow trout, while other methods are better suited for catching channel

catfish.
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FRESHWATER FISH SPECIES

Native Species

Florida is home to a wide range of native types of freshwater fish species. When comparing fish types, we

split them into two categories types of fish. Native fish is a species that has naturally and historically occurred
within a river, stream, or lake and was not introduced by man.

These species are very important to the ecological health of a particular freshwater system.

Native Florida fish help supply sources of food for locals. Also, they help boost the economy through

recreation. Many of our freshwater fish species in Florida help drive tourism and keep anglers returning for

more. Fresh water fishing is a viral outdoor activity to enjoy in Florida.

Freshwater fish can be categorized into three different categories based on water temperature: coldwater, cool
water, and warm water fish species. Cool water fish species prefer water temperatures in the 60’s and 70’°s and
are most often found in the northern and mid western states.

Our most popular native fish species is the large mouth bass. Anglers also enjoy catching all kinds of fish

like Crappie, Speck, and Bluegill, in various destinations.
Non-Native Species

Nonnative fish species are a set of not-so-common fish species that do not occur naturally within a freshwater

ecosystem and are introduced by man.



Most non natives are unknowingly transported and released into new ecosystems. Some non natives never
become an actual issue or concern, but others can become quite invasive.

Invasive fish species disrupt the functionality of an ecosystem. Several species have become invasive in

our freshwater lakes, rivers, and ponds here in Florida. The most popular group include the Bullseye

Snakehead, cichlids and the Clown Knifefish as fish examples. The other fish or small fish are categorized

differently, meaning times separated as schooling fish or identified by the tail fin.

In addition to these nonnative species, Florida’s waters are home to various warm water fish species that can
survive in various conditions and flourish in 80+ degrees Fahrenheit water temperatures. These include
largemouth bass, bluegill, catfish, crappies, and sunfish, which have adapted their feeding behavior to thrive in
warmer waters.

Other species may be a blast to catch but tend to threaten human use of our precious freshwater resources.
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