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Examining the Folk-Myum,
Baromasha and Revisiozg "\Doria. |
Chandarbati’s R‘lmayq,:n in

Saumyadeep Blmtmchmya anq g,
dis

nf,
Abstract q"”'u

The genre of mythology and folklore are difficult 4, st
mentioned by H.R. Ellis Davidson, who states, “Both myth andguhf, "

are terms notoriously difficult to define.”” However, 4 general gj ereﬁ""‘fore

might be attempted in the Indian context, where the preva[:::e’"’"
mythology in the centre as well margins of human society is an gq,, e ’;
Pphenomenon, whereas folklores have remained in the marging for
long time. What intrigues the most in the collusion of Mythology gy
Jolklore are certain novel creations such as in the Ramayay
Chandrabati. This work is significant on multiple grounds, the Prima
of which is the fact that no other known record exists of g Woman
attempling the re-creation of an epic poem before Chandrabaii One of
the significant aspects of his creation is the inclusion of the Baromaghg
(song for 12 months) in her Ramayan. This formative recalibration of
one of the most well-known epics of the Indian subcontinent deserves an
extensive evaluation considering the signification of such ingenious
application of a folk clement in the Structuring of a mythological
narrative. This article intends to shed light on the brilliance of the
concoction of mythology, Jolktale, gender and revisionism as witnessed
in the brilliance of C, handrabati SRamayan, which serves as a precursor
of feminist revisionist narrari ves in the Indian context.

Ramayan, Baromasha, Mythology, Folklore,

plex one, Considen'ng the variety of
AKe up the gamut of the disciph‘nc, it is interesting {0

ultifarious attributes of the genre adds to the

The Journal of Interdisc:}:linaty... ‘
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phenomenon, whereqs Jolklores have remained jy n:af;,-::cem
Iang lime. Whay mniry, most in the collusion Withol, g
Jolklore are cerfq;, 7 o
Chandmban’. This work ;

of which js the fac
altempting the rescreation of gy epie poem before cy
the sign ificant g5 ] 2 inclusion of the
(song Jor 12 months

one of the mog; well
extensive evalyay
application of

Baromash,
- LIS formatiye recalibration of
-known epics of the Indian Subcontinent deserves gy

On considering pe signification of such ingenipys
a Jolk elemen, in the Structuring of 4 mythological

' hed light on e brilliance of the
ender and revisionism as witnessed

SRamayan, which serves as g precursor
Visionjsy narratives jy the Indian context.

in the brillianee
of feminisy re
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1 the appeal of the genre. Considering this, the
\c g .

':\c;::l‘c the following:

|

v qore’ folklorist means myths, legends, proverbs,
o folk beliefs, folk superstitions, customs, folk

ke : Q‘ }‘o\k music.folk dance, ballads, folk cults, folk gods
S qOnESs TR PR,

S ::Q cituals, tcsuvz}\s: magtc,w.ttchcraf\, folk art and craft
;¢\u1x153"\r‘°" forms of artistic expression of oral cultural or rural
P r1Cch)

% olks oF ‘unlettered’ city dwellers that bind man to man,
Lo
G d

|
|
|

A

- eresing 10 note that '\p a majority of cu}tures, the most ancient
if,:m ik no“,qugc is considered to have arisen from some or the
ser ol tradition. However, what may be considered in 2 more
qerete manner s the fact that these domains of popular knowledge
e susained thenr'popu\anty with the combined effort of a group of
<ople Who were mvested. enqugh or entertained by these forms
Jquately to keep ﬂ}em i circulation. This propagation of folk
mdtion is symptomatic of the growth and proliferation of the cultural

ansciousness of people. AK. Ramanujan, in his essay “Who Needs
folklore” states the following:

- For starters 1 for one need folklore as an Indian studying India. It
pervades my childhood, my family, my community. It is the symbolic
linguage of the non-literate parts of me and my culture. Even in a
large modern city like Bombay or Madras, even in Western-style

muclear families with their 2.2 children, folklore is only a suburb
away, a cousin or a grandmother away.

It thus follows that at any given moment folklores are the micro
narratives that emerge from the living residents of an era. Their
Propagation is essentially dependent on their acceptability and the
entertainment quotient they promise. More importantly, a rigorous
study of folklore would unveil prevalent cultural politics of a time.

While talking about the scope that folklore studies occupy, D.K.
Bhattacharya comments thus:

...1 have always argued with him about the need to re-emphasise
Folklore studies in ccAnthropology. Yet to him apd many other
structural-functionalists there is 'no Anthropology' in such studies.

" YATI: The Journal of Interdisciplinary... I 125
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This is my humble thinking aboy Folkior, " *
o 1 this platf; [
resurrect Anthropology on this "'"'m“"'mh"‘“ﬂt:hﬂf;:ng)"‘fn.pqI |
L) . ’ ';l
In the Indian context, folklore enjoys such 4 Fich

. - Ry ' I i dnd .
1 11§ S V;;
that Indian folklore tradition is considereq |, Storep "l

" L ' 0', Y
intertwined cultural knowledge, a fact expreg din, e gp,

Dr. M Eder, Editor, “Asian Folklore Stujeg» 'rok;f"“’"aun..

“Indian folklore in all probability is the Most Cnm'-wh”-'-hv.'.

: H AT plc;" /|
world, such a long historical past, so many ethnic ﬂnd? X
U

groups.” (qtd in Sen Gupta 3). Sankar Sen Gupta gop o,
origin and nature of Bengali Folkk.)rt.:, while Cargy, Ericaw
comments on a segment of the existing folklore in fhe Lo,
countryside. In the latter book, the author concentrates 0,,&5;:?.
form and particularly comments on the' ‘Bhﬂbﬂpag]a" a;
synonymous with religious songs by an ascetic devoted o th, Wor,‘gf
of goddess Kali. In various such works, rigorous studjes haye 3,
conducted to understand the essence of Bengali folklore y
interesting to understand that the term Bengali folklor i
delimited to the geographical area of contemporary Bengy 3,
transcends to reach out to a culture of a combined linguo-culnyy
heritage. Thus, Bengali folklore cannot be considered to be limiteq
West Bengal but is inclusive of the cultural landscape of Banglades:
as well, as seen in the title of the book by Sankar Sen Gupta, A Stuj
of Folklore Tales of Bengal: West Bengal and East Pakistan.

In the dpmain of folklore, much like the domain of mythology, it ca
be well imagined tha the arcas dominated by women have undergor
structured suppressipn. While mythological revisioning has stared
gaining ground particularly yyjtp, fespect to the representation of ¢
Wome_n characters of the myths, the same cannot be said for the

different, Whije thé y : Strusgle in the domain of folklore is rath_tf |

Tulsidas’ Ramchay; EAMUL of mythg thy, have been re-imagined I

characterizatiop, o‘ftlhm‘mas’ Kamban’s Ramayana and the rest,

had hardly undergone 1" CHAraCters in thegs individual renditiors

gone much alteration; is only with the work of

a Y oy 1 i = '

gluSlons by Chitra Banerjt:“;?\:q:zy Pratibha Ray, The Palace of

r — . dkarunj, p;

M:ltlii(:)tzr by Saolj Mitra, Lankag m:—’- Five Lorgs yet None 3
! by Koral Dasgupty ghyg, one capy 55 by Kavita Kane,

of the .
Women characterg of the tajeg It s Te-conceptualization

therefore e
126 / yagy. 1, he Journa; of!merdi.s-czpﬁnmy i g B
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ation that 2 significant issue in the manner of

,ﬂ.prcscn* ender Of the author. While Devdutt Pattanaik
«‘tm‘ § s 111;5& of revisiting mythological narratives, even hig
':-:":‘:1,"6“ thfh;\‘m <hied away from creative reimagining of the
B ¢ to I v

‘h

L and maintain a distanced stance from commentin
& o ﬁo‘n of characters such as Kayikeyi and Surpanakha,
N I

fy

Leatl : ;
¢ \'ﬂﬁ“im i his seminal work “Three Hundred Ramayanag”
, L ‘

¢ gaman™ dstence of numerous Rama
iy ; about the existe amayanas and supported

L fcity of narratives, but the e\cment. of re-thinking the roles
‘;‘, ““““pwon'w“ remains unspokep about. It is rather disheartening to
I.,-,‘quf’?hql works by Chandrabati and Molla do not find mention in
ﬂmf;rk lHOWEVer’ the benefit of doubt resounds in the comment of
we ¥ [

"5 Alan Dundes, who mentions, “...The opportunities of folklore
mw‘ -

' rch in India is unparalleled anywhere in the world” (qtd. in Sen

E[uplﬂ 17).

pata Source and Methodology

Tiis research paper uses an eclectic nature of resource papers
qanning published articles, books and theses, both online and in
hysical copies. The materials were collected over a period of time
and some were specifically sought after the conceptualization of this
research article. Qualitative methodology was followed with emphasis
on literary analysis of the texts. Comparative understanding of texts

was conducted after a literature review of materials to provide a
holistic overview.

Discussion

The year of publication of “Three H}mdred Ra‘mayanas" was 198":7.
Since then, while revisionism has gained prominence, Chandrabati’s
Ramayan continues to suffer ncglcct: Tlu: on.ly not?b\eRscholft:g
discussion is by Nabanita D'ev Sen in “Rewriting the 'bm:mrm:\
Chandrabati and Molla”. While such neg\cct may be Z\t'll"l u cct' .d
time when women were denied educational ag%cnc:y, ns,f c\c:;:) ;:?:,f's
under-valuation raises questions about the _receptz;gegausc g
writing.It has been argued that the work was\ ignore ik o

; to epic conventions. However, this very dep: o
I::':tf::;?fomm;agement. Structured as a three-part ballad, the tex

i

YATI: The Journal of Interdisciplinary... | 127
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sunds Sita's trials during captivity through g, ar
g “hl,c n;onths)- Nabanita Dev Sen aptly Ohﬂcrvcs; “’"‘luhn
of twe

(an‘

To the contrary, Chandrabati ignores the war and desey, “
| smaasi. a woman's song about her cveryday sopr, § nl th""lm,
;il:?::crsclf. Sita dcvolcs. only two (fo'uplcts (0 the ¢p; h';ltlt"hmc" b
she saw it in a drcam, It 18 ngt sprprt’smg, thcrcforc_, that Chan, rl:ﬁ:"“c
retelling of the Ramayana, with its disregard for epic co""cminnq i
labelled as all wrong. "
This is where the confluence between thc_folklom
merges With the tradition of mythopoeic imaginati

. (ljfferenc
between mythology and folklore has been est e
Gaster, who comments:

tradition op

Folklore is that part of people’s culture which j
or unconsciously, in beliefs and practices, cus
general currency, in myths, legends and tales
and in arts and crafts which €xpress the temper a gI'OUp'
rather than of ap individual, (qtd. in Davidson, 132)

§ preserved Conscioyg|
toms or observations of

€Xplaining
highlights
associated

a4 space for feminine
Sphere.  While
s Devdutt Pattanaik

Chastity, , practice
- Pattanajk States:

ind Omestic
the Jinj Betu n U househg|gg

X €eén
With the Well-being

Sat g the
bedrock of a

stable Societ
POwerful megng of ensyr; Y.
Mentally preseyy

€S a




N

TE her chnidesy ey, aod e
paft
w

y Sgd  am S .
T L i o L AT
£ -
o = P S . 3
P i 4 weddong 20d Wl coremonees. I e
d ¥ ' ‘
AT — 2" fevv s irgae A A 4 ]
4 1 g4 cflagees 06 Nt witand Avet e teomes
f P . . e z -
o ’ f - ( - !
¢ " o dommmed Ty 26T ERE LaOOGE an wlne.
i ;
b e fprrmeane FUNEEL. ORCTAOLATD Tatitty 9
P = . C MM © et JURYE S ¢ SEN YRR A T 000 {l'.[i
v - rf‘ s o ;i
P ol z Py i . . .-y . i 4
A s resed @ e w-caitaral onlonic of hudin
,r’: - - < o
ot ; s aw g ——— T - - e
o e 1:4_ ‘;’. 2N .":".‘-.‘..l. fhnt Sl v o Ty ‘:;‘{'Pt
#‘l"l‘, . ‘ - i -
U e waraRN TEWOD 3 WORAw ' wme amd
ff‘f o ceta B .‘.W""." g 11""""" T e
4 s, "f:"', T S s JROl B ARG AUt
> :ﬂ(‘:a s 3 ¢ - :’.-"_'_‘ w’_,",“ + gy
{-5 P Naros DNEiIa el TINTVE
L - -

2 Wimzm m
" - R - awe e Tk - ﬁwﬂ‘ T Ther '-'r-"vr 13 e e
i opr .—J-d-“"’/._ﬁ i B2t ) RC NS =2 200 MWD T pyie i
£ 7 t s
g ool 2 IR0 0 The st
g ; TS S =
'3 Aol

- and ofher ngus 2llomed w0
3

v

. 4 L T
- g e ——.
o Of DT Mhismd. A WonEn
. : ,",,:‘-'—#} gt Y 2 o 4-;‘..—3.‘(‘..- - ._.-‘....' v . <
: i ” " 3 ol L 1
o £ I:U'/:j: ot He Db il =T - -4 N
.’" -

Py s iAse, 0 TEETIL
- Pge TP { e
o SESETVICE TR

.

\

- , -
ot o o e Wt S |
——— 4w - st s - - e - . ”-—--“h:-“‘ -

Toerz 2

- = . . - - o
2 e eme pot Tt TRy Tinse myrgeee Toeg
e XS e, 250 32 net Uzt ReEst TS T
o TEE- - =
7z

- ~ a
-
wrn TIal 2 DENTEIG

S 4 - f;""f""" = N

Lo o wirweem ozt W .

e ¥Xx W™ mrEn. il Nl

¥ WOomen NIy Wil O .'J..!"':n:
o 2 B VITDEFE of nok. seommy. ber :.*.-:':"—-f; neT '._::..s. :gi
e e 18 Timked w0 her mamsl § osion. T overdepemdemoe
g &2 mshend oreztzs 2 fzvorzhles socl

. 2
soctel comisal W |
OO
1",._,’: iy

et i B e i e e S :-,..—....‘ el
e = 2 ement of gods 2nd S0A0=S
wvitne, songs for the Zppeesem== ™ =~
- = - T .o;_:‘;.
i domain of women, Who. 10 2

s cof D manoea] OF TI00 ol
— b et - “"- - wou | T ‘-

zxy - 3 within a defined femunins forum of nmal woesEP

l a NSl Ltess

zucy, remamed WL

zd community 2cUVIty-

;
R
3

L% aneeas reiell O
a and Mangsl K2V¥E =0
watha Baromasn2. s et 10t WomeS
gt asdemcd s of the tme, OffInE 122
caltural and geEReET wadiunons, W“_ ¥
fives, Participatio® mspo‘mlhﬁ‘- =
women with WVin&

was ofizn lzmsted ©0

B

Scanned with CamScanner



LW W, E T
e ,;,

é ‘

i,

exaltations, pains and pangs that fjyq Wayg o :
a . " § \ h 0
stories and songs. Th(: objectives behing the 5 rrexprcni,

ir famili ' o Uiyp,
own and their families’ material an( Spirityg| Wclfar;vu ""*1.? (

This brings one back to the connection betye, "
the rights they promi.sc‘:d. Therefore, 1t would po be wﬂnly -
that the right to participate in the social COMMungy Opngl,, N
form of agency, denied to those who receded 1 | :"Ufhcn
society. A fact explicated further by Chakraborty When p, c’,’;?:,t
The bratas play an important role in upholgiing and majpyg;.
structures through the virtues associated thh women’s gifs, :}'fr.
as wives, daughters, mothers, etc. These fltual stories g, Mr
indicative of the fact that if women are not rigorously an “ijlr,.r;i
performing their respective r(?lcs in society, thg family- g, e
system is likely to collapse. It is only through their actjve Particiy,
and their wishes, will-power and prayers from the core of their
that society is able to survive. Thus, far from being the underdg
playing second fiddle, they become the central force i propelz
social structures. They, in turn, become the originators of by
progeny, protectors of their husbands, shelters for the fathers, and &,
upholders of familial and social well-being.

To understand the significance of Chandrabati’s Ramayan, i i
essential to recognize the stereotypes it challenges. Its forems
mportance lies in a woman entering a domain traditionally resend

for men. Her re-imagination of an epic centred on the ‘Marypd

Purshottam’ in free verse r

. eflects nota acity. The work end
with Rama doubting git ble audacity

; a’s chastity, a conclusion often deen
incomp] ' '
Plete by scholarg, However, this ending may reflect the liv!

reality of . ,
socic?al suspc;([:?c{::? ‘Xhose lives were shaped and often curtailed b
: ' neS ! [ext written by g woman for women,
S$ mirrors the fractured experiences of W

Ofa ¢o : ‘
w ml:;:ly 2dience Suggests that Chandrabd
e\:u{: limiteq agency beyond maritdl
iIc N
d resonan With’zvor:::ﬂ:he form of Baromasha—?
130 / yuqy.
- L The Journq, of. Interdge; /
Plinary,

-

€an be seen as an act of ;
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HC‘C“ Cixous asserts in The Laugh of the MC(‘\IS&.
- AS
Jhon- g

> nnmsl wrie:
“

~
g

(o define 8 feminine practice of writing, and this is an
: mp.uﬂb‘&“ will remain, for this practice can never be theorized,
"\@-gt'ilﬂ?\dﬂ‘i which doesn't mean that it doesn't exist. But it will
) U & .
gt u\qq the discourse that regulates the phallocentric system: it
T SUPE i ;
Wl take place in areas other than those subordinated to

i .‘?hlco-thcorctica\ domination. It will be conceived of only by
A

Y i who are breakers of automatisms, by peripheral figures that
’&'szorif)' can ever subjugate.
na

debati‘s endeavour could be considered similarly. However,
Lo»:cr Barry in Beginning Thpory claims that in the use of an adopted
i;qt:uage—-that of the colonizers—the colonized follows a three-step
ocess of adopt, adapt, and adept, wherein the adopted and adapted
;mguage often renders them capable of subverting pre-established
wlonial structures. Considering the overlapping modalities between
oppressors and the oppressed, the same holds true for the marginal.
(handrabati’s creation, however, creates an aporia, Her work does not
we the language of the mainstream; the treatment of her subject
remains marginal, considering the use of free verse and the folk
Baromasha, yet she succeeds in overturning a structure that
necessitated the interpolation of her work. Khitish Chandra Maulik
included additional chapters in his edited version of Prachin
Purbabanga Gitika (1975). This intervention completed the seemingly
incomplete story of Sita and altered the original significance intended

by Chandrabati. This incident has received criticism from feminist
critics such as Nabanita Dev Sen (Aku 70)

The fact that the domain of the folk has remained on the periphery of
society, as against mainstream literature and mytholog,y, establishes it
as marginal. Whether one considers the Bauls or the Chhau dancers of
Purulia, it can hardly be denied that folklore as a genre was treated as
the ‘other’ of literary culture. D.P. Pattanayak’s take on the treatment

of folklore is significant in understanding its position in the academic
world: e

Many people d;s;pss folklore as traditional. Others pursue the study
of folklore Wi adi

tional methods and approaches of investigation.

YATI: The Journal of Interdisciplinary... | 131
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Serious interdisciplinary study of folklore, tho

i the west, is yet to take root in the Ingig, sni',ﬂ i b
made, the western oricnmli(.m often stands a4 . h;. F-..-, " ‘f-u:'" 2
interpreting Indian folklore in its own termg, ( ForL-ZL’ in pn,:'h”' :
It is only in contemporary times, with the rige o cana‘ iy,
that folk—particularly in lyrical forms—pag come 1 ™M,
stage in mainstream pcrformpnccs. However, rhcn, i,
agency by women of crstwhile Bangladesh g Car’:se r ),
century by Chandrabati qualifics as a case study of e a5 g
urge to live free of shackles. Furthermore, the use of ffcf:nvm J
poct, as against lyrical poctry, significs the acccpfan:::fy"‘

limitations and the adoption of a form requiring little , o
from its audience. lca,

The Ramayana by Chandrabati’s successor, Molla of South 1,
provides a contrast to Chandrabati’s work. While Chandraby; zr;:l,a
the path determined by her gender, Molla’s Ramayana soy, ,
create the epic in a form accepted by society. This was aﬁmh; .
approach by the poetess who, unlike Chandrabati, adopre m;
mainstream form of narration, yet faced cultural prejudice. Mollz;
endeavour, however, may be considered a different kind of victory, s
she ha_iled from a socially marginalized caste. Thus, her adoption of
the epic for'm and its re-telling, despite being socially denied access i
it, is a praiseworthy attempt, While understanding the difference in
gg?;;g;i ::ctween the two authors, the following excerpt clarifies
e
‘ “handrabat’ s
fiom the pm!o;l?esiﬁg?;ag]:i (!jS llljot _fzomgarabh? to Molla's is evidcpt
her diction and hor stylé S fra all’s attitude is very different, s i
: ather, Dwija Bansi Das, a wandernng

inﬂing or na curso . L |

listen?,: Ihtc end! Nor ((:zsde: Yoot
s . 5. 4

an§ b:gi:;ehSacred amaizf ention the spiritual |

Umb| na, gag lla.

Y by mentioning th:ol?fthyr?vef
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making it clear that her work stands

i cd“" st et
g ‘l‘\‘l?u(_-,;eat Tradition (Dev Sen 166)
GV e
P pllt” "
& Chandrabati's successor, Molla of South India

.mssﬁ“;:Y ¢ 0 Chandrabati’s work. While Chandrabati
‘\v a ath chaped bY }u:r gen(}er, Molla’s Ramayana adopts th‘
._.'ic“f“i‘accc ed by society. This marks another approach b lhe

o " nlike Chandrabati, embraced the mainstream fogm i:\

N

L who, s

o e poenn, Yet faced cultural prejudice. Molla’s endeavour
b

f . _
’f\ﬂe% may be considered a different kind of victory, as she |
" ged t0 have belonged to a soctally marginalized caste: Th hls
fpton of the €pIC form and its rc~tel\ing—des£;ite s
';armints—‘—remams a pralseworthy attempt. While understands social
ference 10 perspectives between the two authors, th anding Fhe
weerpt larifies this distinction: , the following

Conclusion

Tous, while Chandrabati’s work subscribes :
g 2 more to a feminist an
?n ' Sex:;;‘;?éi \11;g\\1;1ge through her @eparture from the Virya Rg;:;
Molla’s rendition adhar getnss Al inchmiots Of the: Bemasta
Besees, Bt eres to the -socia\ly acceptable epic form,_
et the erodit (riom the 'receptlon of both authors, neither work
Piishatis work '\tu:c to .\t. On reconsideration, particularly of
iy , it is evident that such a confluence of folklore
g gy has rafc\y been attempted since. The subversion of
'es in her work remains exceptional in both form
d continues to demand recognition as a precursor o
s in the contemporary literary world.
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